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Both small-scale
residential fountains
and a larger-scale urban
project reveal that
water features can be
powerful without
being overpowering.
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n his 1943 fable, The Little Prince, French author Antoine de Saint-
Exupéry wrote famously of a “very simple” secret to the meaning of life.
It is only with the heart, he wrote, “that one can see ri ghtly; what is es-
sential is invisible to the eye.” It is a simple, even intuitive lesson, but an
obviously difficult one for designers to follow. Design elements are often
striking, boldly colored, or reiterated to ensure that they are seen—and
seen rightly, according to their creators. Water features in the landscape are
no exception. Large geometric pools with nymphs spouting curving streams
of water characterize numerous gardens of prominence. An extreme exam-
ple can be found at the new Bellagio Resort in Las Vegas. The extravagant
hotel and casino is fronted by a large replica of Italy’s Lake Como, with in-
terconnected fountains spraying undulating waves of water in time to songs
from MGM musicals. Although these ostentatious displays may please Ve-
gas's vacationers, they are arguably feasts for the eyes more than the heart.
Sometimes it is the less-showy fountain that has the power to touch one in

4-6 £ 1all Drifts of Native Perennials that Tolerate Wet Soil

Asclepias incarnsta Moarsh Milkweed  3-4 ft, pink, July-August

Aster Punieceus Swamp Aster 4-6 fi, lavender, fall

Eupatorium perfolistum  Boneset 3-5 ft, white, August-September
Filipenduls rubra Queenofhe Pame 4.6 f2, pink, June-July

Helenium autumnale Avumn Sneezooreed  3-3 ft, yellow, Seprember-October

2-3 ft 1all Sedges that Tolerate Wet Soil

Carex critatells Crested Sedge 23 f
Carex stricta Tussock Sedge 23R
Carex vulpinoides Fox Sedge 23R

Seep fountain Section
EITELJIORG MUSEUM
| 75 | ROAMworks



